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Mass                                 Intentions 
    

Saturday 16
th
                 6.00 pm                 Thomas Fleming     

Sunday 17
th
                10.30 am                 Maud O’Neill RIP 

Feast of St Patrick – Patron of Ireland                   

Monday 18
th
                10.00 am               Philomena Hinton RIP 

Tuesday 19
th
            10 - 11.00 am     Private Prayer – Confession 

Feast of St Joseph                                                Heinz Dolger RIP 

Wednesday 20
th
        10 - 11.00 am              Private Prayer  

Thursday 21
st
       

 
       10.00 am              John Snell’s Intentions 

        

Friday 22
nd

                   10.00 am              Bill Ives RIP Anniversary 

Passion Talk in the Hall after Mass  
Stations of the Cross     6.00 pm                 
 
Wednesday Lenten Lunch from 11.30am 
 

              
Confessions – Saturdays 5.00-5.45pm or on request 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers: For those who have died, especially Malcolm 
Heygate-Browne, his wife Katya and the family, may he rest in 
peace. 
Let us pray for all who are searching, may they find their home 

in the Church.  For the courage to face up to sin and turn to Christ. 

Sherborne Churches Together invites us to pray for a particular 
worshipping community each week.  
Today we pray for the Cheap Street Church, we hope that this will bring 
the Christian family closer together. 
 
 

***** 

Liturgy of the Word 
Spend a little time during the week preparing the readings 
for next week, Palm Sunday 

 

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7      
 The suffering Servant of God remains faithful to his mission 
even when persecuted, for he relies on God. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11 
  God’s Son humbled himself to become one of us and to serve 
us.  This is why God raised him up and made him the Lord of all. 

Passion Mark 14:1-15:47 
 In his suffering and death Jesus is the Saviour foretold in the 
Scriptures.  But his death will destroy the power of death and bring 
us life. 

 

**** 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



“Going to confession”. 
   

This Friday we have a simple service of Reconciliation for the children 
preparing for First Holy Communion. It will be very straightforward – a 
short reading and explanation, a few prayers about being sorry, 
probably a short hymn. And then one by one the children will come up 
onto the sanctuary and with their back to the rest of the church, will 
confess their sins and receive absolution. They are then invited to light a 
candle by the statue of Our Lady, under supervision, and we end with a 
blessing. We did the same in Advent and we will do something similar 
just before they make their First Communion in June. Because they do it 
with the rest of the group - with people they know – it is very 
unthreatening – and I hope “gong to confession” for them continues to 
be unthreatening. I say that because I know a lot of us (I include myself) 
find the practice something of a struggle – or at least uncomfortable. 
 

I am sure there are many in the parish who have been going to 
confession regularly (and frequently) but who still would like to avoid it, 
or go out of a sense of obligation – not that a sense of obligation is a bad 
thing. I suppose it’s uncomfortable because we don’t like to think of 
ourselves as “bad” people – that’s why so often half of the time in the 
confessional is offering excuses as why things happened the way they 
did. Ultimately, of course, we are trying to become more mature, more 
honest, more authentic. We would like to be people of truth and integrity 
– and that means recognising when we fail to be so. We can 
acknowledge it to ourseleves of course, in private, but doing so to 
another person (the priest) is more uncomfortable, that, of course, is 
why the sacrament is the way it is – the more it demands of us, the more 
it helps change us. 
 

There will be various opportunities for confession before Easter and I 
know many people prefer to go to another parish and a different priest, 
and that is totally acceptable. Ultimately what matters is being honest 
with God and being honest with ourselves. I hope our young people in 
the parish learn that lesson, and I will make an effort to put it into 
practice myself! 
 

May God bless us all in this parish, as together we seek to live in 
honesty and integrity, recognising the gift of forgiveness which Jesus 
makes available to us – and may we never doubt the unqualified 
forgiveness that the Lord wishes to bestow on us. 

                                                                                                     Fr Robert. 
Meals serves nutritious  

 



Prayers of the Faithful 
5

th
 Sunday Lent 2024. 

 

We pray for the church throughout the world: for all God’s people 
who acknowledge the new Covenant proclaimed in Jesus   
  

 We pray for those in our world who want to see Jesus, that we may 
proclaim him to others and that our lives may reveal him  
  

 We pray for all those in the parish who have need of our prayers, 
and for our families, our friends, and our neighbours.  
  

 We pray for ourselves that as we journey towards Easter that we 
may keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the Beloved Son, calling us to 
himself.  
  

  We pray for those who have died:  that they may be raised to 
eternal life.  
 
 

                  Bible reference for the readings for this Sunday 
– and a short reflection from Fr Robert 

Sunday 17
th
 March  Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Jer 31:31-34 Ps 50 Heb 5:7-9 Jn 12:20-30 
The reading from Jeremiah is about a New Covenant. It is important to 
acknowledge that the prophet emphatically insists that the initiative here 
is totally in God’s hands. “It is the Lord who speaks” – and God will act 
because the people are incapable of acting. The Covenant was broken 
by the people; God offers a new one to replace it. This New Law and 
New Covenant will not depend on the ability of the individual to learn it – 
God will plant it in each person’s heart. And in order to enable each 
person to receive the New Covenant, God will forgive sin definitively. 
From the earliest days of the Church, Christians have seen these words 
of Jeremiah as applying to the “New and Eternal Covenant” that Jesus 
brings.  
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews quotes this passage (10:16-17) 
to that effect and the faithful hear these words of the Lord from the Last 
Supper every time they gather for celebration of the Eucharist.  
The passage from John given as today’s gospel has many interesting 
details about it. The coming of Greeks (pagans) to Jesus points to the 
universal dimension of Jesus’ ministry. The fact that they want to “see” 
Jesus echoes the invitation of Andrew and John at the very beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry when he invited them to “come and see” (1; 38) - in John 
insistence on a personal encounter with Jesus is a key theme.  



And then there are echoes of the “agony in the garden” scene from the 
synoptic tradition. Jesus talks of his soul being “troubled”. Jesus talks of 
being saved from “this hour” but rejects the idea: “it was for this very 
reason that I have come to this hour.” And the clap of thunder is 
interpreted by some as an angel speaking to him (as in Luke’s account 
of the “agony”). All of these details can be allowed to weave into the 
community’s Lenten journey of reflection.  

 
 

  For reflection 
In what ways do you respond to the idea of new and eternal covenant – how 

do you see Jesus’ blood as sealing that covenant? 
Do you “want to see Jesus?” – how do you try to do that?  

 
 

Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily mass 

readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know. 

 

Lenten Alms We will once again be inviting people to contribute to two 
charities, we will continue supporting a local charity (Sherborne Food 
Bank) and a small international charity called “Mary’s Meals” who 
serves nutritious school meals to children living in some of the world’s 
poorest countries (marysmeals.org.uk for more information).  Payments 
may be left in the basket or via our card machine. Mary’s 

 
 

Thank you 
To those who provide our Wednesday Lenten lunch which supports 

CAFOD and reminds us of our need to live in solidarity with the hungry 
in the world. 

 
Thank you 

To the innumerable people who are so busy preparing the parish for 
Lent and Easter in so many different (and often invisible) ways. 

Thank you to those who organise and lead the Stations of the Cross on 
Fridays and help us meditate on the Passion of the Lord. 

 
Lent Letters and Easter 

Just in case you haven’t picked one up yet, there are Lent letters for 
every household (and for visitors) in the porch, and they include details 
of all the Holy Week and Easter services. Do collect one – and take one 

to anyone you know who can’t get to church. Thank you. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with the 
parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420) 
and we will respond. If there are specific needs you have and want 
help – let us know. 
 

If you do not wish to receive any email communication from the parish, please let 
us know. 

If you are reading this online, but would like to receive it as an email, please 
contact the parish office through the link to this website. 

If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who cannot 
receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it through their letter 

box, or contact the parish office and we will try and do that. 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 

CAFOD Lenten Lunches 
The Parish is supporting CAFOD during Lent by having lunches every 
Wednesday until 27th Mar '24 at 11-30am and running until 1-30pm in 
the Hall. We will be serving delicious homemade soup with bread, 
cheese and apples. The price per person is £3.50. The Cashless Giving 
Terminals will be available.  

Confessions: during Private Prayer on Tuesday 19
th
 March. 

 

First Holy Communion preparation in the Hall on Friday 22
nd

 March at 
4.00pm 

Stations of the Cross at 6.00pm on Friday 22
nd

 March 
 

Lent Talk – The Passion: with Fr Robert on Friday 22
nd

 March after 
Mass in the Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Lenten Talks on Zoom 
The Parish of All Saints in Teignmouth is again organizing a series of 
Lenten Talks on Zoom to which anyone is welcome. The leaping off 
point for each talk is one of the great Gospels of Year B’s Lenten cycle. 
No booking is needed and the code remains the same for all five 
evenings. Please do come and join us and share the journey. 
Friday 22

nd
 March.        The Raising of Lazarus.      Mr Gerard Gillespie. 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83445840521?pwd=K3lKRFVGbnY0eEMzc
3pVMVhOcnFCdz09     

Zoom call opening at 630pm, Talk itself beginning at 7pm. 
Meeting ID: 834 4584 0521 
Passcode: 862737 
 

Caritas Catholic Social Teaching 7 - Care for Creation 
The Church has long taught that God's creation is a precious gift that 
we, its stewards, have been entrusted to care for and use well.  In 2015, 
Pope Francis brought together decades of Church teaching in the 
encyclical 'Laudato Si’. In this deeply influential letter, Pope Francis 
invites everyone on the planet to consider how our actions are affecting 
the earth and the poorest people.  
If you would like to assess your own current impact and find ideas about 
next steps to care for creation do look at Creation Care 
website https://creationcare.org.uk/   This is an excellent Anglican 
website, with useful suggestions for everyone.  If you do sign up, please 
input The Sacred Heart and St Aldhelm’s RC Church in the ‘Parish’ 
section. 
 
Caritas March Newsletter 
Please click the link to read the March edition of the Caritas Diocese of 
Plymouth newsletter, with news of love in action and upcoming events 
around our diocese https://tinyurl.com/2s3nevuz 
If you would like a printed version of the newsletter, please 
contact caritas@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83445840521?pwd=K3lKRFVGbnY0eEMzc3pVMVhOcnFCdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83445840521?pwd=K3lKRFVGbnY0eEMzc3pVMVhOcnFCdz09
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcreationcare.org.uk%2f&c=E,1,1ePtGrxMRfT9odweKpsjYsLUGk-GdZGKzBI5W4VTmPh8_X9mHmFLV8pZ5sLFfcUWMbgV0MjLvASSC9z2qAEO-b4fa3nQ_Xd8CqmkDIIm6xX3iw,,&typo=1
https://tinyurl.com/2s3nevuz
mailto:caritas@prcdtr.org.uk


 
 
 
Big Lent Walk 
A wonderful time was had by the small group of parishioners who joined 
other teams from neighbouring parishes to walk the old railway line from 
Sturminster Newton to Shillingstone. The walk organiser Steve 
Carravick summed up our day, saying "There is no better opportunity to 
get out in nature, engage with our faith and practise solidarity than 
through a community Big Lent Walk." 
https://parishes.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/the-sacred-heart-and-st-
aldhelms-big-lent-walk  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891       

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:  Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the 
office before 11am Thursday.  There is someone in the office on Wednesdays and 
Fridays 9.30 – 12.30  

The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA - 01935 812021. 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS: If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound 
and would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or 
Sarah Nadasy 01935 816616   
HALL BOOKINGS: Please email or phone the Office. 

PARISH SECRETARIES:              Claire Burden and Kristine Mountain. 
PASTORAL COUNCIL:  Caroline Field, Deacon Jonathan Simon 
Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman, Michael Farebrother, Tim Kelly, Tess O’Rourke,  
                                                        Lulu Paul, Olympia Pudelko 

https://parishes.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/the-sacred-heart-and-st-aldhelms-big-lent-walk
https://parishes.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/the-sacred-heart-and-st-aldhelms-big-lent-walk

